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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION III

841 Chestnut Building
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

Mr. James Snyder, Director
Bureau of Waste Management
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental ^pp « 5 £38

Resources
Fulton Bank Building
Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re: Butler Mine Tunnel Site
proposed PADER drilling program

Dear Jim:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is concerned by the
work planned by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources
in the vicinity of the Butler Mine Tunnel Superfund Site in Luzerne County,
Pennsylvania. The current scope of the contract between PADER and G.E.
Ray Company involves possible use of mine water from the Butler Mine
complex. The Butler Mine Tunnel has been the site for removal actions
under CERCLA for the discharge of hazardous substances into the Susquehanna
River. At this time EPA can not definitively establish the extent of
contamination which may still remain within the mining complex although
recent sampling suggests that low levels exist in the vicinity of the
mine pool from which G.E. Ray plans to draw water.

EPA has discussed the potential for concern with the contractor and
PADER's Bureau of Regulatory Counsel. The pumping of Butler area mine
pool water containing hazardous substances and subsequent discharge into
neighboring mines could result in further contamination subjecting the
involved parties to joint and several liability under the applicable
environmental statutes. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania may be included
as one of the involved parties. .- • •

EPA is willing to provide guidance for PADER and its contractor
in the safe performance of this project, however, our current understanding
of the conditions at this site is incomplete. EPA can only suggest to
PADER and G.E. Ray Company where there is the greatest risk of contamination*
Adequate sampling and safety precautions should be considered before moving
ahead with the contract.

If you have any questions regarding this matter or wish to discuss
this further, I may be contacted at (215) 597-1720.

Truly Yours,

Bruce Smith, Chief
Hazardous Waste Enforcement Branch

bcc: Katherine Shine, EPA-ORC


